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21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC)

Background:
The hours after the school bell rings at 3:00pm and before the arrival of parents home from work can either be a time for trouble or an opportunity for development. Research shows that quality afterschool programs give students the academic, social and professional skills they need to succeed, while keeping children and youth safe, and reducing the risk that they will engage in delinquent behavior. 

· Annual Performance Data collected by the Department of Education on 21st CCLC programs show improvements in reading (43%) and math (49%) grades, test scores, homework completion and class participation. (Learning Point Associates, 2007)
· Teens who do not participate in afterschool programs are nearly three times more likely to skip classes than teens who do participate. They are also three times more likely to use marijuana or other drugs, and are more likely to drink alcohol, smoke cigarettes and engage in sexual activity. (YMCA of the USA, March 2001)
Afterschool programs are a cost-effective federal investment.  Research demonstrates that investing in children and youth while they are young will reduce future costs to government and society as a whole:

· a cost-benefit analysis conducted by the Rose Institute at Claremont McKenna College found that every dollar invested in afterschool actually saves between three and thirteen dollars in costs ranging from grade retention to future incarceration.  Based on the Rose Institute’s estimate, the current investment in 21st CCLC saves more than $3 billion in taxpayer dollars. (The Costs and Benefits of Afterschool Programs, Rose Institute, September 2002)

Program:
The purpose of 21st CCLC, reauthorized under Title IV, Part B, of the No Child Left Behind Act, is to provide expanded academic enrichment opportunities for children attending low performing schools.  Under the reauthorized program, 21st CCLC activities focus on enhancing the academic skills of participants to help them meet local and state academic standards. Additionally, 21st CCLC programs offer students a broad array of additional services such as youth development activities, drug and violence prevention programs, counseling programs, art, music, and recreation programs, technology education programs, and character education programs, that are designed to reinforce and complement the regular academic program and serve the holistic development of participating students.
21st CCLC currently serves 1,456,447 children and youth in 9,824 school-based and community-based centers across the country.   
Authorization Level:  $2.5 billion

Funding: 

FY 2008 Appropriation


$1.08 billion 
FY 2009 Appropriation 


$1.13 billion
FY 2010 Appropriation


$1.16 billion
National Collaboration For Youth Funding Request: $1.41 billion (+ $250 million)
For more information, contact Erik Peterson, Afterschool Alliance, epeterson@afterschoolalliance.org. 
[image: image2.jpg]1319 F Street, NW e Suite 402 ® Washington, D.C. 20004 e Phone 202.347.2080 ¢ Fax 202.393.4517 ¢ www.nassembly.org






[image: image2.jpg]