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Learn and Serve America

Learn and Serve America is a program of the Corporation for National and Community Service (the Corporation).  It supports service-learning through formula funds to states, as well as competitive grants to state and local education agencies, K-12 schools, colleges and universities, and community-based organizations.  While the Learn and Serve America program receives the smallest amount of Corporation funding, it engages the largest number of participants funding.  
Historically, with support from Learn and Serve America, more than 1.5 million young people each year have the opportunity to provide 27 million combined hours of service in their communities that is also connected with an academic curriculum.  Learn and Serve America grantees provided a four to one return on investment by leveraging private resources for an average federal cost of only $26 per participant.  
Service-learning is a teaching and learning approach that engages young people in solving problems within their schools and communities as part of their academic studies or other intentional learning activity in school, during out-of-school time, and over the summer to enrich learning, teach civic responsibility, and strengthen communities.  This approach, in turn, fosters collaboration between educational institutions and civic, faith-based, and community-based organizations.  
Following its Congressional passage with overwhelming bipartisan support in April 2009, President Obama signed the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act into law.  This legislation reauthorizes all of the national service programs under the Corporation: Learn and Serve America, Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, AmeriCorps VISTA and AmeriCorps NCCC.  

The National Collaboration for Youth strongly urges Congress to fully fund the President’s budget request for the Corporation – and to provide an additional $10 million to fund Learn and Serve America.  Under the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, if fully funded, Learn and Serve America can offer much needed capacity-building resources and collaborative partnerships to help ensure greater sustainability of service-learning across the country. 
Investing in Learn and Serve America during hard budget times makes sense:

· Service-learning gives youth the opportunity to provide meaningful, tangible services to the community at a low cost;  

· Service-learning decreases the likelihood of young people dropping out of school and engaging in risky behaviors, which cost the nation billions each year in lower tax revenues, higher crime, and healthcare costs; 
· Service-learning re-engages youth in danger of dropping out of school by putting them on a more positive life trajectory and preparing them to become more engaged learners and active, responsible citizens; and 

· The Serve America Act provides much needed new authority for a Service-Learning Impact Study 

Funding:

FY 2009 Appropriation


 
$37.459 million

FY 2010 Appropriation



$39.5
National Collaboration for Youth Funding Request:  $50 million
For more information, contact Kelita Bak, Camp Fire USA, kelita.bak@campfireusa.org.
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