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Mentoring Children of Prisoners (MCP)
Since its inception in 2003, the federally funded mentoring children of prisoners’ initiative has shown success in making positive impacts in the lives of thousands of at-risk youth across the country. The President recommended level funding for the program in his FY2011 budget.
Research has proven that one-to-one mentoring relationships can help youth overcome challenges and achieve their potential. Children with professionally supported, ongoing, positive adult relationships show an increase in school performance, self-esteem, and attendance. Children with mentors also have better relationships with peers and adults and are less likely to engage in risky behaviors.  

Mentoring Children of Prisoners (MCP) is the Department of Health and Human Services’ program which provides an adult role model for children with at least one parent under corrective supervision. The goals of the program are to improve the interpersonal relationships of these children, and break the cycle of juvenile delinquency and incarceration. In situations where incarcerated parents are actively engaged in the mentoring process, reunification is a natural process with realistic expectations. Mentors can facilitate a smooth transition from prison by helping the parent reconnect with their child.

Authorization Level:
Mentoring Children of Prisoners: $67 million FY 2002/2003; such sums thereafter
Funding:
Budget Request
MCP – Final Appropriation

FY 2007
$59 million

$50 million
FY 2008
$50 million

$49 million

FY 2009
$50 million

$49.3 million
FY 2010
$50 million

$49 million
FY 2011 
$49 million
National Collaboration for Youth Funding Request:  

Mentoring for Children of Prisoners
$50 million
For more information, contact Susie Gorden, Director of Public Policy, Big Brothers Big Sisters of America at Susie.Gorden@BBBS.org
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