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Parental Information and Resource Centers (PIRCs)

Background:
Over 30 years of research demonstrates that when families are engaged in their children’s education, student achievement, attendance, and graduation rates increase.
 Studies also show that family engagement is a cost-effective way to close the achievement gap; schools would have to spend over $1000 per pupil to achieve the same results.

Parental Information and Resource Centers (PIRCs) are the sole federal program dedicated to engaging families in the education of their children and providing capacity-building to schools and districts on how to meaningfully partner with families. PIRCs help districts and schools leverage their Title I set-aside for family engagement to ensure these funds are spent on research-based approaches that raise student achievement. PIRCs also partner with other statewide and volunteer organizations, including state PTAs, to reach more parents across the state, particularly those in Title I schools.

Program:
PIRCs provide statewide leadership, capacity-building, technical assistance, training and support in the implementation of effective parent engagement strategies to improve student academic achievement. PIRCs, which were established in 1995 and later authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA-NCLB), are funded through a competitive grant process administered by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and Improvement. Currently, there are sixty-two PIRCs across the nation, with at least one in each state. As the statewide experts on parent engagement, PIRCs play a critical role in scaling-up and replicating proven and innovative practices that engage families to drive school improvement and student success.
Annually, PIRCs serve over 16 million parents in all 50 states; over 70% are low-income and 60% have children who are limited English proficient. In the latest report, the PIRCs met or exceeded each of the six of the Department of Education’s performance measures for engaging parents. 

President’s FY 11 Budget Request:  $0 

Funding: 

FY 2008 Appropriation


$38.9 million
FY 2009 Appropriation 


$39.3 million 
FY 2010 Appropriation


$39.3 million
National Collaboration For Youth Funding Request: $43.2 million
For more information, contact Mishaela Durán, National Parent Teacher Association, mduran@pta.org. 
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