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Promise Neighborhoods
The Promise Neighborhoods initiative is the Department of Education’s plan to replicate the work of the Harlem Children’s Zone (HCZ) in communities across the country. HCZ is a nonprofit organization that operates an interconnected network of social programs for an estimated 10,000 children living in a 97 block area of Upper Manhattan. The annual budget for the project for FY 2010 is $75 million, with services costing an average of about $3,500 per participating child and adult. HCZ administers several programs intended to guide and promote a child’s development from birth to college. Rooted in the century-old legacy of settlement houses, the organization provides place-based services and programs targeting a specific geographic area.

These programs include the Baby College, a nine-week parenting program for parents of children aged 0-3, and Harlem Gems, an all-day pre-kindergarten program. HCZ operates five Promise Academy charter schools, including two elementary schools, an upper elementary school, a middle school, and a high school. HCZ also operates several after school programs for middle school and high school youth, as well as a college success office to help students who have graduated from high school get into the most appropriate college and to succeed once they get there.
Over 98% of Promise Academy II's students scored at or above grade level on the math exam, outperforming New York State, New York City and District 5. In English and Language Arts, over 93% of Promise Academy I third graders tested at or above grade level, also outperforming their peers on the state, city, and district levels. (Harlem Children’s Zone, 2010.)

Obama Administration officials have highlighted the nonprofit’s work as a model that should be replicated and scaled up across the country. The Department of Education received $10 million in the FY 2010 budget for one-year planning grants, which will be awarded on a competitive basis. For the FY 2011, the President has requested $210 million for implementation grants.
Program:
Promise Neighborhoods is expected to provide funding for comprehensive school and community-based programs in 20 neighborhoods across the nation to help children reach college and to transform the communities they live in. Eligible applicants for these funds are neighborhood-based nonprofits, which will partner with existing agencies in their communities. These consortia will create a comprehensive cradle-to-college pipeline by providing a variety of wrap around service for local youth and their families.
Appropriation Level:  $210 million
Funding: 

FY 2010 Appropriation


$10   million
FY 2011 Budget Request

$210 million
National Collaboration For Youth Funding Request: $210 million
For more information, contact Hayling Price, United Neighborhoods Centers of America, hprice@unca.org.
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