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YouthBuild

Background:

YouthBuild is a federal program first authorized under the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in 1992. YouthBuild was reauthorized within the Workforce Investment Act under the DOL by the YouthBuild Transfer Act (Public Law 109-281) in September 2006. Since YouthBuild was authorized as a federal program, it has grown tremendously from 15 sites that served 600 youth in 1993 to 273 sites serving approximately 10,000 youth in 42 states today.  From YouthBuild’s inception as a federal program 92,000 youth have built over 19,000 units of affordable housing.

YouthBuild has demonstrated the ability to stimulate economic development in low- and moderate-income areas. It helps bring the most disadvantaged youth, who have dropped out of high school, or have been adjudicated, into productive employment, higher education, and civic engagement. YouthBuild programs are increasingly training students in green construction skills that will help them fill the green construction jobs of the future.

Program:

In YouthBuild Programs, low-income young people are trained in construction skills while they build affordable housing for homeless and low income people.  YouthBuild students attend a YouthBuild alternative school for 50% of the program time, earning their GED or high school diploma, while also participating in counseling, community service, and leadership development activities. A safe and cohesive mini-community of caring students and adults is built in which students can set goals and get support for their success. Students can participate full-time for 6 to 24 months, with 2 years follow-up. YouthBuild has allowed tens of thousands of young adults to transform their lives while rebuilding their communities.

· Research from 2007 shows a minimum $10.80 return on investment, and up to $43.99, for every dollar spent on court involved YouthBuild student.

· More than 75% of 800 YouthBuild graduates included in a 2004 study are either employed at an average wage of over $10/ hour or attending college. Of YouthBuild students who previously committed felonies, the recidivism rate was a stunningly low 15%, significantly lower than the 68% recidivism rate for most prison systems. 

· The DOL YouthBuild program has the benefit of a public/ private partnership with YouthBuild USA, through which major private investments are made for innovation and synergies are created with other federal programs, such as AmeriCorps.

Authorization Level: Such sums

Appropriation Level:


FY 2006

$50       million

FY 2007

$49.5    million

FY 2008

$58.9    million

FY 2009

$70       million plus $50 million in ARRA spread over 2009 and 2010
FY 2010 

$102.5  million

National Collaboration for Youth Funding Request: FY2011 - $120 million which is consistent with the level proposed in the President’s proposed budget.
For more information contact: For more information, contact Dorothy Stoneman, YouthBuild USA, dstoneman@youthbuild.org or Kevin Parker, Kparker@youthbuild.org
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