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June 2009
The Honorable Charles Schumer

U.S. Senate

313 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC  20510

The Honorable John Ensign

U.S. Senate

119 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC  20510

Dear Senators Schumer and Ensign:  
On behalf of the thousands of organizations across this country who provide services to youth—including mentoring programs, clubs, summer camps, afterschool programs, and more—we commend you for introducing The Child Protection Improvements Act of 2009.  This legislation would create a permanent national system making FBI fingerprint searches accessible to youth-serving organizations. 
It takes millions of volunteers and youth workers to offer the enriching experiences that our organizations provide for millions of young people each year. Our affiliates must be able to effectively and reliably screen these volunteers and employees to ensure they do not have an inappropriate criminal past that might endanger the young people we seek to help. 

As you know, the current background check system is not widely accessible for youth-serving organizations. FBI fingerprint checks are the most complete and reliable means of checking an individual’s criminal record, and are the only type of check that is truly available on a nationwide basis. Unfortunately, FBI checks are not widely available. All FBI requests must go through state agencies, but only one-third of states allow a wide range of youth-serving organizations to access federal searches. Even when FBI searches are accessible, they are often prohibitively expensive and time-consuming.   

We know from the existing PROTECT Act Child Safety Pilot that FBI searches do provide information that is absolutely critical for screening youth-serving volunteers and employees. Over 6% of the nearly 68,000 volunteers screened with FBI searches during the pilot had criminal records of concern—including extremely serious crimes like child sexual abuse, cruelty to children, and even murder. In addition, over 41% of individuals with criminal records had crimes in states other than where they were applying to volunteer—meaning that only a nationwide check would have caught the criminal records. 

The Child Protection Improvements Act of 2009 would build on the lessons learned through the Child Safety Pilot and finally solve this problem for youth-serving organizations of all kinds, in all states. The bill creates an applicant processing center to conduct FBI fingerprint searches for youth-serving organizations—in a streamlined and efficient way and at a reasonable cost.  The Attorney General establishes a criminal history review program to review criminal records and make determinations as to whether the individuals screened are appropriate to work with children. It makes FBI fingerprint searches accessible, affordable, and timely—exactly what our affiliates need to effectively screen out any potential employees or volunteers who could harm rather than help a child. 

We are grateful for your leadership on this issue, and will advocate for passage of The Child Protection Improvements Act of 2009.
Sincerely,
A World Fit for Kids                                         
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June 2009

The Honorable Adam Schiff
U.S. House of Representatives
326 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515
The Honorable Chairman John Conyers, Jr.

House Committee on the Judiciary

U.S. House of Representatives

2426 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable Mike Rogers
U.S. House of Representatives
133 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515

Dear Representatives Schiff, Rogers, and Chairman Conyers:  
On behalf of the thousands of organizations across this country who provide services to youth—including mentoring programs, clubs, summer camps, afterschool programs, and more—we commend you for introducing The Child Protection Improvements Act of 2009 (H.R. 1469).  This legislation would create a permanent national system making FBI fingerprint searches accessible to youth-serving organizations. 

We would like to encourage swift action on this bill in the House Judiciary Committee and would be more than willing to help in any way we can to make that possible.  We recognize that many critical pieces of legislation will move through the Judiciary Committee in the 111th Congress, but passage of this bill is a necessity for the safety of our youth before expiration of the Child Safety Pilot program in January 2010.
It takes millions of volunteers and youth workers to offer the enriching experiences that our organizations provide for millions of young people each year. Our affiliates must be able to effectively and reliably screen these volunteers and employees to ensure they do not have an inappropriate criminal past that might endanger the young people we seek to help. 

As you know, the current background check system is not widely accessible for youth-serving organizations. FBI fingerprint checks are the most complete and reliable means of checking an individual’s criminal record, and are the only type of checks available nationally. All FBI requests must go through state agencies, but only one-third of states allow a wide range of youth-serving organizations to access federal searches. Even when FBI searches are accessible, they are often prohibitively expensive and time-consuming.   

We know from the existing PROTECT Act Child Safety Pilot that FBI searches do provide information that is absolutely critical for screening youth-serving volunteers and employees. Over 6% of the nearly 68,000 volunteers screened with FBI searches during the pilot had criminal records of concern—including extremely serious crimes like child sexual abuse, cruelty to children, and even murder. In addition, over 41% of individuals with criminal records had crimes in states other than where they were applying to volunteer—meaning that only a nationwide check would have caught the criminal records. 

H.R. 1469 would build on the lessons learned through the Child Safety Pilot and finally solve this problem for youth-serving organizations of all kinds, in all states. The bill creates an applicant processing center to conduct FBI fingerprint searches for youth-serving organizations—in a streamlined and efficient way and at a reasonable cost.  The legislation creates a criminal history review program to review criminal records and make determinations as to whether the individuals screened are appropriate to work with children. It makes FBI fingerprint searches accessible, affordable, and timely—exactly what our affiliates need to effectively screen out any potential employees or volunteers who could harm rather than help a child. 

We are grateful for your leadership on this issue, and will advocate for passage of The Child Protection Improvements Act of 2009.
Sincerely,
List of Executive Director of supporting organizations







