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March 24, 2009

Dear Chairman Spratt:

The Committee for Education Funding, a non-partisan coalition of more than  80 organizations reflecting the broad spectrum of the education community, and the National Collaboration for Youth, a 40-year old coalition of the leading national nonprofit human service organizations dedicated to advocating on behalf of children and youth, encourages Congress to pass a budget resolution that makes real investments in America’s students and young people, from cradle to commencement and ensures long term prosperity for our nation.

We greatly appreciate the investments made by Congress and the new administration in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and applaud this bold step and commitment to federal investment in programs benefiting youth, students, educators and specialized support staff.  Federal investments in child and youth development programs, K-12, career and technical,  and postsecondary education have been and continue to be critical to economic growth, quality of life and the future success of our country. 

As Congress works on the FY 2010 budget resolution, we understand the role economic and financial constraints play on important budgetary decisions, but we believe that the benefits of increased investment in child and youth development and education will more than pay for themselves by increasing employability, boosting earnings and tax revenues, improving general societal welfare, and generating the knowledge and innovation that spark economic growth. 

Specifically, we support investments that provide a safe and healthy environment for our students and young people, both in and out of school.  Those investments include afterschool, out-of-school, and other programs that keep kids safe, help them to build life and career skills, promote volunteer service, and in particular are aimed at low-income, at-risk and disconnected youth. 

Investments should foster improvements in the classroom, encourage ongoing professional development for educators, and make postsecondary education a reality for more Americans.  Programs that increase our nation’s competitiveness in STEM disciplines, encourage cutting edge research at our universities, and broaden career paths for students should also be pursued.  We further encourage increases to programs that have been under funded or neglected in the past or place significant strain on state and local budgets.

Please look to us as a source of information and guidance throughout the budget process.  We look forward to working with you and thank you again for your continued support of these programs. 

If you have any questions or would like further information please contact Ed Kealy, Executive Director, Committee for Education Funding at ekealy@cef.org or Natalie Thompson, Policy Director, National Collaboration for Youth at nthompson@nassembly.org. 

Sincerely,

Committee for Education Funding

National Collaboration for Youth
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