December 18, 2009

Dear:
On behalf of the National Collaboration For Youth, a coalition of more than 50 national, non-profit, youth development organizations that collectively serve more than 40 million young people, we urge you to include in any new economic recovery package investments in children and youth.

The federal government has for many years reduced its investments in programs which have proven successful in lifting children and youth out of poverty and poor health, keeping them safe and secure, and providing the necessary education and employment opportunities to equip children for the 21st century workforce.  However, during this economic crisis we have an opportunity to commit to new investments to youth-serving programs that will lead to both dramatic immediate economic benefits and long-term growth. In a survey of over 2,700 charitable organizations, 35 percent reported a decline in contributions during the first nine months of the year – an 84 percent increase from the percentage reporting a decline last year. As a result, many community organizations serving children and youth are being forced to close down or reduce their hours. 
We recommend that the economic recovery package include the following three major components:
· $2 billion in funding for youth workforce development and training programs including year round employment and training opportunities, summer jobs and work experience.  There are an estimated 3.8 million youth disconnected from both school and work. In July 2008, youth unemployment (16-19) reached a sixteen-year high of 20.3 percent.  Data released by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) reports that the summer of 2008 (June-August) was one of the worst ever for youth trying to secure a summer job, with only 32.7 percent of teenagers (16-19) finding summer employment, reflecting the lowest level of unemployment in over 60 years. 
· $500 million in funding for afterschool and out-of-school programs, including mentoring that; keep kids safe, help them to build life and career skills, engage youth in enriching activities, encourage participation in volunteer service and provide much needed relief for working families.   This amount of spending would allow an additional half a million children and youth to take advantage of after school and out-of-school services and create 25,000 new jobs. This is vital funding which would not only create new opportunities for youth to access quality afterschool programs, but would help prevent reductions in the programs already in place.  
· $200 million in funding for community based organizations serving low-income at-risk and disconnected youth, including runaway and homeless, court involved, and foster care youth. This funding would help families weather the economic downturn by providing crucial support services to those in need.  A new report from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities estimates that by the end of 2009, the number of poor children is expected to rise by 2.6 to 3.3 million.  In the first two-to-three months of the school year, over 300 school districts enrolled the same number or more homeless students than they did during all of last year.
 If investment in youth-serving programs is not part of an economic recovery package, any other attempts at economic stimulus will be dragged down by the vastly greater costs of dealing with the consequences of allowing children and youth to disengage from needed support programs.  These costs could include law enforcement and child welfare expenses incurred as more youth become court-involved, enter into foster care situations, or become homeless, and the even greater cost to our economy as fewer kids have access to services that allow them to spend their out-of-school hours gaining education and employment skills that lead to post-secondary success and long-term employment.  
Thank you for your consideration.  If you have any questions or would like to discuss our recommendations please contact Natalie Thompson, Senior Program Associate, at (202) 347-2080 ext 21. 
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