[image: image1.jpg]COLLABORATION
FOR YOUTH





March 29, 2010
Hon. John Spratt

Chairman, Committee on the Budget

U.S. House of Representatives

207 Cannon Building

Washington, DC 20515-6065

Dear Chairman Spratt:

The National Collaboration for Youth, a 40-year old coalition of the leading national nonprofit organizations dedicated to advocating on behalf of children and youth encourages Congress to pass a budget resolution that makes real investments in America’s young people and ensures long term prosperity for our nation.

As Congress works on the FY 2011 budget resolution, we understand the role economic and financial constraints play on important budgetary decisions, but we believe that the benefits of increased investment in child and youth development will more than pay for themselves by increasing employability, boosting earnings and tax revenues, improving general societal welfare, and generating the knowledge and innovation that spark economic growth. 

Federal investments in child and youth development programs have been and continue to be critical to economic growth, quality of life and the future success of our country. 

Specifically, we support investments that provide a safe and healthy environment for our students and young people, both in and out of school.  Those investments include afterschool, out-of-school, and other programs that keep kids safe, help them to build life and career skills, promote volunteer service, and in particular are aimed at low-income, at-risk and disconnected youth. We further encourage increases to programs that have been under funded or neglected in the past or place significant strain on state and local budgets.

Please look to us as a source of information and guidance throughout the budget process.  We look forward to working with you and thank you again for your continued support of these programs. 

If you have any questions or would like further information please contact Natalie Thompson, Policy Director, National Collaboration for Youth at nthompson@nassembly.org or 202-347-2080 ext 21. 

Sincerely,

National Collaboration for Youth
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