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On March 3rd more than 100 legislative aids, federal agency staff, and child and youth development professionals gathered for a briefing sponsored by the National Collaboration for Youth & United Way of America to discuss policies and legislation affecting children & youth in the 111th Congress. The briefing consisted of three panels based on the National Collaboration of Youth policy agenda for the 111th Congress: “Toward a Brighter Future: An Essential Agenda for America’s Young People.”  The speakers covered the major developmental aspects of a child’s life, from birth to 24 years. 
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Panel 2: Out of School Time
Panels:
Education- early childhood through post secondary education and employment
Out of School Time- afterschool, health, national & community service 

At Risk- homelessness, juvenile justice, child welfare and community supports
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	Selected Speakers: Don Floyd, Irv Katz, Steve Taylor, David Johns, Sharon Lewis


Featuring:

Don Floyd, President & CEO, National 4-H Council

Lindsay Hunsicker, Minority Staff, Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee

David Johns, Majority Staff, Senate Health, Education, Labor, & Pensions Committee

Irv Katz, President & CEO, National Collaboration for Youth
Sharon Lewis, Majority Staff, House Education and Labor Committee

Steve Taylor, Vice President of Public Policy & Senior Counsel, United Way of America

Full Program and Speakers
Briefing Highlights:
· Many panelists focused on the impact of the current economic crisis. Consensus was that federal investments in child and youth development programs have been and continue to be critical to quality of life and the future of our nation. Panelists agreed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act was a start, but there is more to be done. 

· In the current economic climate, children are most at risk. Panelist emphasized the need for the federal government to bolster support for children and youth serving programs now, so young people don’t lose access to the federal supports that sustain them. 
· Erika Argersinger, Afterschool Alliance emphasized the need for programs to change with the economy. For example, after school programs provide more than a safe place and learning environment for children, they also provide some children with the only full meal they may have in a day. Many parents are now unable to afford these programs or the costs associated with them (transportation to pick up their child). 
· Tara Andrews, Coalition for Juvenile Justice explained the importance of increased emphasis on federal youth serving programs so more young people don’t end up disconnected. Without the proper funding and implementation of these programs children fall through the cracks, where they are likely to become disconnected, court involved or homeless. 
· A large percentage of charitable organizations are reporting a decline in contributions. As a result, many community organizations serving children and youth are being forced to close down or reduce their hours. If further investment in youth-serving programs is not made now, future efforts will be bogged down by the vastly greater costs of dealing with the consequences of allowing children and youth to disengage from needed support programs.  
· Irv Katz, National Collaboration for Youth encouraged those in attendance to look at the whole child, not the just parts. The point of the briefing was to be wide ranging and focus on all the aspects of a child’s development, just as the members of NCY do. 
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 The National Collaboration for Youth (NCY) is 40-year old coalition of National Human Services Assembly member organizations. Members of NCY include more than 50 national, non-profit, youth development organizations. Its mission is to provide a united voice as advocates for youth to improve the conditions of young people in America, and to help young people reach their full potential. Collectively, the member organizations of the National Collaboration for Youth: serve more than 40 million young people, employ over 100,000 paid staff, utilize more than six million volunteers and have a physical presence in virtually every community in America. 
United Way is a national network of nearly 1,300 local organizations that work to advance the common good by focusing on education, income and health. 
For more information, please contact Natalie Thompson at nthompson@nassembly.org or (202) 347-2080 ext 21.

www.collab4youth.org
www.liveunited.org
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